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on HOUSTON, TEXAS | 2/15/51 |2,3,5,6,8 Shy ROBERT B. MILLER, SA 
TITLI CHARACTER OF CASE 
° KENNETH ALLEN “KITTS, was. -FUGITIVE BANK ROBBERY 
a I, O. #2394; LAURENS STATE BANK, (ROBBERY AND BURGLARY) 
LAURENS, IOWA; NOVEMBER 3, 1950 ESCAPE AND RESCUE 
SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Stops placed with airlines, Mexican Consul, U. 5. ioe oF 
Customs, local and state police following receipt ~/’ f 
of information KITTS had escaped from County Jail, — hE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa were removed following his appre- Þ7C 
hension 2/8 S was in Houston, July, 1950, 
with of Sioux City, Iowa registered 


at Shamrock Hotel 7/24/50 until 7/27/50. Visited 
night clubs in Galveston and Dickinson, Texas, both 
near Houston, an| _____þvisited with friends 
and relatives in Houston and Galveston, and intro- 
duced KITTS to them, Operator of gambling estab- 
lishment, Dickinson, Texas, identifies photograph 
of KITTS as person who applied to him for job as 
dice dealer September or October, 1950. 


~ RUC ~- 
DETAILS: AT HOUSTON, TEXAS: 


Immediately upon receipt of information that KITTS 
had escaped from the Linn County Jail, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, on either Jamary 22nd or 23rd, 195l, stops 

were placed with all airline companies in Houston and 
its territory which could conceivably be contacted by 
KITTS as a prospective passenger for passage to Mexico 
or any South American country. 





It will be noted that Braniff Airlines is the omy AM o É 
airline operating out of Houston which flies direct LT A 
to Mexico or any foreign country from Houston, Chicago 
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stated: that at was in the ‘Sumer of 1950 that 
was-in Houston. and was accompanied by a man by the jame. of er 
: ioa be a that - name., He stated 







oe or E urchase, anodho. new Cadillac, ed 
o he’ ‘endeavored. to obtain Such an automobile ‘through his contacts in Houston, 
K ooo. But was. unsuccessful.. -He stated that. when they finally left Housten, they: 
co. Lett word with him that should he-be successful in“ locating a. Cadillac | 
i. OS automobile, He: ‘should communicate with a dealer in Omaha, Nebraska., -The . 

- name of the dealer could not be recalled by nd he. searched : 
through: his files. ‘in an effort to obtain the. card, defy, wibi hii but a 

ee uisaeeessful ip Ageating same. | oe 






n a i aa on ion 


i : tited that at the ‘ke | 

A gad in FEET mentioned hereinabove, they. advised him that they had a 

- been on a long trip. starting from Sioux City and traveling by way of Las: > a 
Vegas, Nevada, where they: wisited the Flamingo’ Club, and mentioned having ke 


met. and. e some, tims Yh some, birler not, further: identified at Tas 
| Vegas. n | | ae 














| , os 1 a “be noted ‘that pvevious t to the interview with 
(tetera » were. ait with’ Sine exployer and le was aceeriained | that Ree is. a 








oe i Houston: by ad ‘divieion of Us S. Steel known as the ‘Tennessee Coal and 


os. Tron Company. “He stated tha] sis employed.as a irse ree 
ee the. obstetrics: room at Memorial. HPERERAR ‘Phe {s aL |] 





ee stated, thet vide] ona KITTS - were) in’ 
ae “Houston, they expressed a desire to visi some of “the. night Spot- 


_ Galveston and: Galveston Piel » and aye rere er 












e ccasion-of — 
stated: his’. 
| poms bin: on the: oca lono. when he. eT KITTS and sags 
oe He > said thet ne knew eee concerning: ‘AIMS other than the | 








it Wag ‘repre; re 
tated that he suggested to KITTS that he follow  ¢ o 
Jand no „further: discussion: WaS: had with him by rae 










E ries eta a out that while in company with ` 7 
o nd KITTS, they talked “by long distance telephone to BENNY.. Pe ree 
pear. Cou or Anon, wno operates a night clab, known as the Lag i E s: 


ee he ‘did. ‘map beasts tier of then ¥ vould: be" vary “cooperative. in vite 
iooi tof the type of agtivity in which they are. currently engaged, namely the ` 
Pra oh, Operation o of r night giba. where galtbling is } reputed to. be tolerated, u 












Jetatea. i that while a at the Balinese Room in Galveston, 





‘He: pointed. 

at, he not bel J TEI nthi: aout, but, possibly eae 
á- lesser amount ‘from this. b ú} ean | that he, - a S a Di e 
Jana KITTS accompanied by pitie stated that he tis o aS 
oe andron oné occasion: by — a and| sere one mena 

oy: Balinese: Room on: twe-- different’ decasions in Galveston, One might afto oo 0 
oo leaving the Belimose Bpom, ih ry nt to a club named. Qusr Khay Yam: and eg 
te while at, this S el sluby R K TF |an a. © ther embers of. the “party a o * 
see BY 40) ' BARRONS: Wentioned | hereinbefore. re 
ea “to know anyone. in: Houston | oe EE 

and persons to whom he 





















7 Dos lands stated, that ghonl er receive, any “information. nated. fier concerning 
EN ., KITTS, he Miner» 


opemeed ly Stmminicate. with “the Houston. | Office on a 





* 


agot 





were , interviewed at ‘their. residence 
and coúfirged Anformatton h heretofore 


ware t 
: ne soo . . 
wie a . . oo ao . . o Ao a, Ea 
we . . o> È L> aa’ : Dom 
atl ` a i < 6 ft ` ' : 
: a K - ` . . . > E 











: SDT 
HQ e 91313 a Poe mae . 
apatite T concerning 1 KITES! visit. to: Houston in the 


5. Sumer of 1950. Both stated that- they met KITTS for. the first time on, 


= “and contacted her, | who in turn*conbacted a friend, 


DE to Dickinson; Texas. 


va eas had communicated with her’ the. following. day by telephone and 
a eae arrange a date with her for the following night, but due ‘to previous 


-were friendly with: him, gince he was: introduced by 

as- boing: a friend, of the latter. | 
received a. telephone call origináting in 
advising her’ that he and KITTS were ` 
: enroute To Houston and would Like. for_ -è dates for then. < She 
advised: that ‘she Was- acgùainted with _ . 












and that: these two young: ‘ladies accompanied KITTS. and 
iere — ad at Silver Moon, a cafe and o - 
S ` gambling establishment’ operated ‘by nterests of Galveston, Texas. 
». hey thereafter preceede 


Ty d to Galveston, Texas where they visited the places l 
ae “described hereinabove yf” Ss | o 


nainted.. —— « a date 
E and: ‘that, had-a -date th E: Migs : _ bt ut | 
that Gt appeared to them that KITTS wae quite fond of| Jana 


attempted. to | 













“commitments, she could not. accompany them, hence 


a _panied them on the-second oceasion that they went to Galveston. _ Both | 


stated that they did not believe either of the oth 


: E had heard from KITTS and had-noparticular interest. ‘in. him other than the | w B 
Soga À fact ‘that ‘she: accompanied: him. at their. suggestion. : wee 


TF stated that | E 


i co H isap CCC. and that he was: 


-possibly contacted: b) ZI while in Galveston with KITTS. 
oo "stated that her mother,| tives. ax 





| the Jatte 2 and that: these two 
persons were visited by| ss fossibly in company with: KITTS on the 





y i a : occasion’ of, thelr rie in Houston- in the Summer of 12950. 





E i should à ‘ame return to THI Ecton of thec "country : he would nobt aontact. 


~ either 






i r other relatives: ‘in. 
et Houston, but that he conceivably might contact them. and they stated ‘that 
-should they hear from him in any fashion, they would immediately ¢ contact 


oe o a the Houston. n .Osticg of. whe’ Federal, Bureau. of Investigation. | 


o me + a sn gh. ‘the cooperation o o f 7 
mss of the Shamrock. c Hotel, and E | | E o 


£ . 
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ee the hotel, it was learned that KITTS under the 


name of K. A.-KITTS and one here registered at the Shamrock 
2h; 1950 and checked out on July 27, 1950. It was noted that 
name was not spelled in the hotel's records in accordance 
pelling furnished by his relatives and other persons in Houston. 
gave his address as and KITTS gave 
his address as o l 


| The records of the hotel indicated thal dna KITTS 


made several long distance telephone calls which were recorded as follows: 





On 7/24/50, KITTS placed a long distance call to 
Knoxville, Tennessee, No, 27252, Later i. 


S o o paepe this same number asking for 


On July 25, 1950, KITTS placed a long distance 
call to No. W 8934, Omaha, Nebraska, 


On 25/0) |catted long distance to 
No. 50514, Sioux City; to 
No. 87323 ARRONE No. 9840, 
Council Bluff, Iowa; to at No. JA 0007, 
' Omaha, Nebraska. ne : 


On 7/26/50, KITTS called long distance to W 8934, 
Omaha, Nebraska, a | : 


On 7/27/50, called long distance to 

82627, Sioux City, Iowa; to 9840 Council Bluff; 

to 73190 Dickinson, Texas; to 58834 Sioux City; 

to 73030, Dickinson, and to J 8884, Omaha, Nebraska. — 


| Likewise at the Shamrock | — | and KITTS made numerous 
local telephone calls in Houston, and the persons who were called w 
ith one exception, same being a woman by the name of 


whose number have been called according to hotel 
records by either KITTS or on July 25, 1950. a 


© f will bẹ noted that several of the numbers called by KITTS 
and 


denied having received calls from them and denied any ac- 
— quaintanceship or knowledge of them. He pointed out that very likely the 
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The Omaha Office also advised on February 3, 1951 
tnat they had contacted an informent who advised them that 
and BENNY BARONE had sometime back suggested to 


an ilndividus bo wes wanted by a law enforcement agency to 
contact at the neeeninel T Compton, 
] 


Californias. Investigation concerning reflected that 
he was presently operating the bookie establishment at 6951 
South Central, Los Angeles. He is presently residing at 





and his~__] 
were interviewed at their home, at which time they 
poth denied knowing subject or ever having seen him. They 
botn stated thet they had left the Omaha area some six or 
eight years ago, and on they were not presently acquainted 


with any individu had been at thet ocation prior to 
their DT stated that 4d bro himself? 









and nis another Omaha resident, wag 
residing wi nime 
—". subsecuently contacted, at waich time Nne 

advised that_he had last seen subject a i 
montis ago, stated that he had 

LO and wio operate the Turf Cigar Store in Omaha. 
He stated that he had been in Omaha from January 1, 1951 
until January 23, 1951. Durins this veriod of time v 1s 


vised 
SELCA TRO, 






in frequent touch with BENNY BERONE., BERONE 
Aiari ies of subject KITTS, PASQUALE 
© 


Y} 












and also stated that h ha 4 been in 
telepnonic contact on two or three occasions since his return 


to Los Angeles witn his brothers in Omaha. He stated the 
brothers informed him of subject KITTS! escape, and that in 
tne event he was contacted by nim, he would immediately 
notify cnis office. 


PO enef [of the atlantic 


Club, 11501 South Atlantic Boulevard, Comoton, California, 
advised that he was not acquainted with subject nor had any- 


onc answering Sia description been in his bar during the past 
Few- weeks, stated that he was formerly identified 
uf 


With the Los Angeles Sheriff's orfice, and that in the event 
enpdec® appea ared at this location he would immediately advise 


Inasmuch as paoro is no further investization to be 
ed in this territory at this time, this case is being 
OF 


ced , $ 
considered REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN, 


~ 3. 
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advised that he was a prisoner at the Linn County Jail from 
December 24, 1950 to December 26, 1950. He stated that while he was in the 
nty Jail, he was in cell "block # 4 with prisoner YANCEY DOUCLAS HARDY. 
D statea thet on the day he was released from the Linn County Jail, 
HA asked him to telephone The Last Chance, a cafe and tavern at Council 
] Iowa, and to ask for "BENNIE", The call was to be made collect and 
[dives to tell BENNIE that HARDY wanted him to get over to Cedar Rapids to 
E Jail and see him immediately as it was important to both of them, 
was to then call HARDY's wife in Tyler, Texas, collect and tell her that 
HARDY was pone eayney Jail at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and that everything was 
all right, stated that at no time while he was incarcerated with 
HARDY in the Linn County Jail, did HARDY mention that KITTS would probably be 
brought. to the Linn County Jail nor did he mention any thing concerning his 
association with KITTS or plans for them to escape from the jail, 
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INTERVIEW WITH YANCEY DOUGLAS HARDY, ACCOMPLICE OF KITTS 


YANCEY DOUGLAS HARDY was interviewed on a number of occasinns between 
January 23, 1951 and January 30, 1951. It should be noted that HARDY stated 
he was not in any way admitting thet he was closely associated with KITTS in 
view of the fact that he was intending to stand trial on the Laurens, Iowa, 
bank burglary case, He said, however, he would endeavor to assist the Omaha 
Office in revealing any informstion which he had which would relate to the 
individuals or places the fugitive might go after his escape. 


HARDY stated, on January 23, 1951, thet KITTS was out of his cell block some- 
time after 2:00 p.m. on Januery 22, 1951, et the Lim County Jeil. In fact, 
KITTS personally contacted HiRDY at cell bleok # 4 and visited with him for 
several minutes, HARDY said as he recalls this was around 6:00 p.m. on 
Januery 22, 1951. HARDY commented thet as soon as he saw KITTS loose his 
first remark to him was "what in the hell are you doing out?", KITTS told 
HARDY that the jailer EARL BAILEY had apparently forgotten to lock him up 

and in a jokingly manner said "I suppose they intend to make me a trusty here", 
KITTS told HARDY that he had been out of his cell block for several hours and 
it appeared thrt no one was going to lock him up. He mentioned the fact that 
there was a possibility he might be able to escape. HARDY related that KITTS 
left cell block # 4 for a short time after the first contact with him end 
later returned and mentioned something about "I am going to make a break for 
it". KITTS did not mention any particulars however he did suggest thet if 
HERDY desired to go with him he would formulate some plan in which KITTS would 
get the jailer under threat and bring him to HARDY's cell block and make him 
open the cell door, HARDY inquired of KITTS how this would be done and the 
latter said "I will obtain a pair of. seissors upstairs end go down and get 
tke jailer and threrten to cut his throat if he does not come up end unlock 
the cell block door". HARDY revealed thet the scissors referred to were 
apparently those used by another inmate, who was a barber by 
trade end had been permitted by jail officials to cut the prisoners hair, 


HARDY stated that he advised KITTS thet he did not desire to go out of the 
jail since it would make it appeer thet he was guilty of the Federal charges 
but KITTS insisted thet they would be able to make a clean break and probably 
never be caught, KITTS told HARDY that if they went out they would steal an 
automobile or rent a taxi cab and eventually go to Des Moines, Iowa, At Des 
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Moines KITTS said they would wait in a warehouse near the railroad station 
and after being there for a short time someone would appear with an automobile 
and some money to assist in furthering their escape. HARDY said he believed 
the station referred to would be the railroad station operated by a railroad 
which ren between Omaha, Nebraska and Des Moines, Iowa. HARDY assumed thet 
the person bringing the cer and money would arrive in Des Moincs by train, 
HARDY said thet KITTS mentioned something about a friend at Des Moines but he 
denied any knowledge of any close associete of KITTS in thet city. HARDY 
explained thet he at no time wes ever in Des Moines, Iowa with KITTS or other 
members of his gang and the only time he had any connections with thet city 
was the time he was being removed on federal cherges from Tyler, Texes, to 
Ceder Repids, Iowr. At this time HARDY was transported by the United States 
Mershals by train through Des Moines, Iowa. 


Due to fact thet he had very few contacts himself in the vicinity of Cedar 
Rapids or Iowa in general he would not know exactly who to head for, He felt 
it would not be the thing to do at that time. After he had convinced KITTS 
that he did not care to go with him, KITTS soon left cell block # 4 end that 
was the last time thst he had seen him, HARDY said that he later learned 
through jail talk that KITTS had gone out shortly after he had been to HARDY's 
cell block, BERARDY commented that he knew that KITTS did not have toc much 
money on him at the time and estimated it would not be more than £5.00. He 
stated, however, that KITTS obteined no money from him and he did not attempt 


. to obtain this money. 


HARDY advised thet he was positive thet KITTS received no assistance in his 
escape from jail officials. He mentioned thet KITTS was quite surprised that 
he had been inadvertently left out of his cell block and HARDY attributed the 
whole escape to the fact thet there was great laxity in the locking of the 
prisoners, HARDY said thet he knew EARL BAILEY, jailer, quite well having 
talked to him on various occasions while being confined in the Linn County 
Jail and his analyzation of BAILEY was that this man was apparently frightened 
over the fact that bank robbers were in the Linn County jail. HARDY said 
that BAILEY always appezred. to be nervous and upset anytime thet he had the 
occasion to handle HARDY. He said, however, that hc was positive from KITTS 
conversation that the fugitive did not threaten BAILEY during the pertinent 
period, 

b6 
In regerd to the persons KITTS would probably contact upon effecting his  Þ7C 


escape, HARDY stated that he wes positive thet as soon as KITTS g ut he 
would make a telephone call at the first possi ance to his 


- He stated that ould then begin arrenging 
a plan for money anc an automobile to be taken to KITTS at Des Moines, Iowa. 


~ The "go-between" would in all probability either b — s "SNOOKS" 
HUTTER, or BENNIENRARONE, operator of the "Last Chance", a steak house at 
Council Eleffs, Iowa. He related thet KITTS had enough on all three of these 


individuals thet they would definitely be obligated to assist him in his 
escape., HUTTER could possibly take KITTS to the State of Louisiana where he 
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HARDY stated that if he were loose from the Linn County Jail he would be able 
to set with KITTS within twenty four hours, He said it would not be a matter 
of knowing exactly where to go at the time but all he would have to do would 
be go to the "Rocket" st Omaha, Nebraske, and sit there at the bar for a few 
mimites and he would either be contacted by BARONE, HUTTER, or 
others who are close associstes of KITTS, He said from this point he would 
probably be immediately instructed where to head out for and get with the 
Fugitive, HARDY commented that he knew thet this would probebly never be 
possible particularly since his bond is at £50,000, However, he could contact 
his wife, MILDRED HSRDY at Tyler, Texas, end she could probably obtain the 
same information and could later inform HARDY et the Linn County Jeil, HARDY 
revealed thet he is quite concerned over the fret thet KITTS had broken from 
the Linn County Jail particulrriy since it had hurt the bank robbery case for 
ell those concerned. He said he felt KITTS had “double crossed" him and 
because of this he would in no way hold out any information which would 
asist in the location of the Fugitive, He stated in his final interview 
on January 30, 1951, that he would continually think of all possibilities where 
KITTS would be loce ted and would immedistely get | in touch with E Bureau Agents 
on any new information coming to his mind, _. - , 





G er Rapids Police 
leper men 2 1 vA stub OuUpe , Motor ‘Number 3181828, bearing 


Iowa license 536 3266, wes stolen from in front of his h e between 
7:00 pam. and 8:00 p.m. on thet dete. It is noted thet esides 


two blocks west of the Linn County Jail which is also considered to be on 

tated in his report to the Police tht his 
automobile contained 2 shotgun and a sleeveless hunting jacket et the time of 
the theft. This stolen automobile report wes immedistely relnyed by police 
radio to the local officers as well as the State Highway Patrol but it was 
noted at that time there was no indication of KITTS! escape. 


[5 
S E 






advised 
Special Agent|____ [on Janvery 23., 1951, thet her husband is the 
owner of this automobile. | = — ———————————— |for the City Health 
Department, Cedar Repids, lowa., >ne said her husband came home from work 
around 5:10 p.m, on Janu ry 22, 1951, and parked his cer in front of their 


residence_leavi i locked beceuse he wented to go to the store thrt same 
evening. however, inadvertently left his keys in the ignition 
at the time, Gt approximately 8:00 p.m. on thet sane detel —— Jieft 


the house to go to the store to do some shopping, 2t wnich tire he discovered 


insis issing. He immediately called the police and reported same. 
: ther advised that her 


had visited them on January 22, 1951, having arrived at 
approximately 7:00 p.m. and left shortly thereafter, approximately 7:10 p,m. 
Cc advised that rer[ _| told her that she was quite certain thet 
when they arrived the automobile was standing in front of the residence but 
when they left it wes gone, She added that her sister did not think anything 
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The personal effects of KITTS at the Linn County Jail also reflects a 
mersbarship card for. the year 1949 at the VFW Country Club, Omaha, Nebraska, 
This is made out to KENNETH KITTS, On the back of this card is the address 
3117, Hast Rosedale, Tyler, Texas, and beneath this address is the name, 
DOUGNGARDY, Also on the back of this card is the nanel ~~ | followed by 
the number 2-4360 which is apparently a phone number, Other numbers on this 
card include 41809 and 27252 or the last number might be 3. 


There is also a business card with the ‘namd sid Burkett Motors 
Truck - Center, Franklin at Chenevert, Houston 2, Texa hone GEntral 8483. 
On the back of this card in green ink is the name | followed by 
Linden 56585 or the number 56565, 


4 review of the personal effects of YANCEY DOUGLAS HARDY, accomplice of 
KENNETH ALLEN KITTS, reflects that the only property that HARDY has consists 
of a few clothes in a suitcase which has been sent to him since he has becn 
confined at the Linn County Jail and two smell photographs which appear to 
be photographs cf his children, 


The effects of HARDY contain nothing of value which might indicate assccistion 
of KITTS or any other contects HARDY might have. 4A 
f 


f, review of the visitors log at the Linn County Jail, Cedar Rapics, Iowa, s- 
reflected thet YANCEY DOUGLAS HARDY has had one visitor since his confinement 2° 
in this jail. Thst visitor was ROBERT BARRETT who listed his address on the 
jail register as 1817 South 29th. No city was listed. This visit was made 

to HARDY on January 5, 1951. 


arj AMES advised thet he was contacted bv ë ë ke is 


at the Cedar Rapids Gazette in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and wip 
sree in prize fights throughout Iowa and Nebraska, SMITH 
old him that he had an individual whe wanted to see HARDY. 
At this time explained to SMITH that he did not know the individual 
who went by the name of BARKETT, however, he had been asked to call SMITH 
by a friend of his in Omaha, Nebraska, in order that BARRETT could see HARDY, 
SMITH stated that BARRETT could be described as white, age 38 to 40, weight - 
190 lbs., height - 519", and he had the Pe of being a gambler and 


he smoked expensive cigars. A e fF Bae ES 


Cedar Rapids Gazette, advised tht he had 
received a telephone ca rom Omaha, Nebraska, from whom he 


had previcusly met in -Omeha er Tee cone prize fights and acting as 


referee in those prige fights and as apparently a man who Had frequented 
prize fighting exhibitions, requested J to contact the Sheriff 

at Cedar Rapics, Iowa, in orte at a friend of his could see HARDY who was 
then confined in the Linn County Jail. [| _|stated thet þold him at 
this time that he would receive a telephone call at 8:00 a.m. the next day 
from this poe and he would appreciate all the help that FIDLER could 
give him. stated that at 8:00 a.m. the next day he did receive a phone 










.call from one ROBERT BARRETT and he later met BARRETT in person and would be 
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able to describe and identify him in the future, [ stated the man who ` 
gave his name as BARRETT appeared to be a short, stocky individual, rather 
swarthy complexion, and appeared to be of Italian descent. [tats 
belicves BARRETT is about middle aged and appeared to be bald, said 
that BARRETT told him thet he was the operator of the "Last Chance" at 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, and thet if he ever stopped over there he would give 
him a good steak, ° 2 

3. nt a ae A O aA Pakane 
In regard to the identity of ROBERT BARRETT, when YANCEY DOUGLAS HARDY was 
interviewed, at first he denied any knowledge of the identity of this 
individual, Later he intimated that he possibly knew this individual and 
indicated thet it was BARONE. HARDY said that the person using the name 
of BARRETT came to him at the Linn County Jail and was only able to speak 
to him through a heavy corrugated steel meshed window and he did not get a 
good look at the outline of this man's face, He said, however, he definitely 
recognized it as a person he was acquainted with. He remarked thet this 
person only talked to him a few minutes and his comment was "you haven't said 
anything have you?", HARDY said he told him that he had not and BARRETT 
retorted with "remember, you don't know anything either if anyone asks you". 
BARRETT then asked HARDY how he was fixed for money and the latter said that 
he didn't have any at the Linn County Jail. BARRETT then said he would leave 
$20.00 with the Jailer for HARDY. HARDY said it was quite obvious thet the 
money was left there to encourage him not to say anything to the FBI or local 
authorities about the Lreurens Benk Burglary and the Garretson, South Dakota 
Ban’ Robbery. 


On January 25, 1951, Deputy sorit it), Cedar Rapids, lowe, 
advised thet he had received information the e Cedar Rapids, Iowa, police 
department had received information at 2:25 a.m., Janury 25, 1951, thet a 
man and a woman at the Midway Tavern, nineteen miles west on Henna 120, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, ha some information on KITTS, Deputy Sheriff 
2 at at 3:30 ame on Januery 25, 1951, he interviewed 

at the Midway Station, nineteen miles west on highway # 30 from 
Cedar Repids, Iowa, and she stated thet about 2:45 a.m. on January 23, 1951, 
a mean drove into her gas station and obtained a cup of coffee and she gave 
the description cf_this individual as being similar to thet of KITTS, 

dvised that this individual was dressed in khaki colored 
shirt and pants and wore a white T shirt and was bare-headed, -He had no coat 
or hat at this time. [wes shown a photograph of KITTS and 
she stated that this individual was the man in her station on the morning of 
January 23, 1951. 


further stated that when this individual left she heard a car 
start and head out West on Highway #30. She did not see the car and could 
not give any description of it, She advised thet thie intividual did noct talk 
and he appeared to be very nervous, 


It was first believed, at the Linn County Jail, thet during the afternoon of 
Jenuery 23, 1951, there may have been the possibility that KITTS was discharged 
as another prisoner who at that time was being discharged at the Linn County 
Jail, It wes aseortained thet the prisoner discharged at the jail January 23, 
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THE OMAHA DIVISION 


At Cedar Rapids, Towa: 


Will reinterviel____——dana[ imate of Cell # 6, 


Linn County Jail, It is to be noted their first interview wes of « negative 


nature, 
Will conduct a character investigation a ë 


jailer, Linn County Jail, was the jailer on duty at the time of 
KITTS escape. 


Will exhibit photograph of BENNIE BARONE to 
and to Sheriff JAMES SMITH, to ascertain if BARONE is identical with 
mon they know as ROBERT BARRETT, the person who visited HaRDY at the Linn 
County Jail. . 
Will, at the Frrmers State Benk, Merion, lows 
regarding the chattel mortgage of {567,12 which Jailer 
that bank in 1949, 


ain the details 
ade to 






Lt Charles City, Towa: 


Will interview former inmate in YANCEY DOUGLAS 
HARDYŤ s cell regarding any approach made to him by HARDY to get him to bring 
saw blades back to HARDY at the Linn County Jail. 
S 


REFERENCES: Teletypes from Omaha to Oklahoma City, Little Rock, Knoxville, 
dated Janucry 26, 1951. 
Teletyves from Omaha to Kansas City, Minneapolis, and Oklahoma 
City dated Jenurry 30, 1951, 
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EEDER, ~2kREBAY OF INYR, „ITION 
This case originated at OMAHA File No, 91-998 
Report made at ' Date when ' Period for Report made by an 
| made , Which made BCL 
KANSAS CITY, MO. USER Rn. a/u, 18,23-27, ! ROBERT F, FETZNER 
4293 2/3, 510/51 | 
Title om we E Character 
(8 
' KENNETH ALLEN KITTS, was. - PUBL TIVE BANK ROSSERY-BURGLARY 3 
Te Oy Nog 23: > Pit WU ALE J USEPH- ELCASTRO, ' INTERSTATE TREL SPORTaTION 
WAS «5 wass z l i OF STOLI F ROPERIY; ROOCAPIE 
JES 93 9 YRACY DOUGLAS iuRDY AND RESCUE a 
Se; Deal ROBERT I- RAWLEY, WAS 05 i Pe p 
MILDRED HARDY; Laurens, State Bank, , a a 
s TE Tey Kod A 19801 ; A qo? Liye 


Synopsis of | Facts 






Capte and Co-Pilo 
failed to identify photograph off _fand the AANT EYŠ a 4 wpe 
as being passengers on TWA Flight 357, New York to St, AAA 


Louis, 11/27/50, an however, advised 
photograph o appears familiar to them and are 
of the opinion they may have seen an individual wnose 
features are similar t at Louisville, Kentucky 


airport restaurant on 11/27/50. Check of records, Mid- 
Continent Airlines, KCMO, relative to Flight 39 from 


ae 


Approved and a 
sie Be r Special agent in Charge 
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DO , in charge of the Secret Service Division, Kansas City, pre 
Missouri, reviewed his files and advised that he had no information with 
respect to that in December of 1946, his office 


arrested on for counterfeiting and that Jvas 
a close associate of and had in fact, worked for 
L leteted tha 


LC 
was presently confined at the USP, Leavenworth, Kse 
interviewed at the Us S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, where he was serv- 
ing a five year sentence on counterfeiting charge. He admitted close associ- 
ation with the Omaha hoodlums and stated that his contacts with_KITTS were 
os TSt closest fri and 
BENNIE BARONE, nd an 
individual who he could not recall, but who heads up the wire service at 
Omaha.s He also advised tat oo o now serving a sentence 
at the Michigan son, Michigan, was extremely close 
to KITTS, as was who fenced some of KITTS! loot in 
Chizago. Illinois, He also advised that he thought an individual known to 
hin as "Sieeper" in Oklahoma City, a bootlegger, and a former judge who owns 
a place near a lake around Pryor, Oklahoma, were acquainted with KITTS as 
KITTS had formerly been a bootlegger.s 







Records of the U. 9. Penitentiary were reviewed with respect to 
; e] and no information with respect to KITTS or other known Omaha hoodlums 
was mentioned in his file nor was he receiving mail from any individuels of 
questionable character. 


tel in charge of the Bobbery urea Kansas Cityy Mo. 


Police Department, advised that KITTS a when in Kansas City, 
Missouri on april 3 through April 5, 1950, stayed at the Continental Hotel, 
On ¿pril 8, 1950 they returned to Kansas City and checked into the Phillips 


Hotel and checked out on April 10, 1950. át that time tated that KITTS 
had been driving a 1950 Cadillac and sometime toward the ser part of their 
visit in Kansas City on the aforementioned dates, rove into town 


in her 1950 Gadillac. 


S at he went tọ Chicago in April 1950 and interviewed 
bot nd with respect to the murders of CHARLES BINAGGIO and 
CHARLES GARGOITTa, but he received no information from them or any source in 

indicating they were involved in those murders. When KITTS and 
were arrested in Chicago in april 1950, they were registered a 
Sherman Hotel in Chicago, ee tated he had heard that KITTS and 
ae are or 
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of KITTS, furnished 
considerable background information relative to this fugitive which was 
furnished to Omaha by teletype. He said he had no dats conecrning KITTS! 
contacts or movements and had no information as tc KITTS! possible where- 
is escapee L  Jwent to Omaha, Nebraska and visited with 
and related while there, BENNY BERONE visited the KITTS home 


———— February 2,.1951 for about three hours. He also advised of 

visit, as well as his visit, in South Omaha on Saturday, 
February 1951 and he remarked that they only visited places 2 
E e that they O e 


made no contacts and remarked that her folks did not even talk to her. 
said that rcecived many phone calls at her honc, all of dae 


scemed tp he fri lends, He further advised pertaining to several occasions 
in which left home and this information was related te the Omaha 


offices 






. sidir aporarily a e Josepn, 
Missouri wit and was interviewed January 
23, 1951 and said he knew nothing concerning KITTS! whereabouts except that 
which he had heard over the radio pertaining to KITTS! escape from Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa jail, He was again interviewed on February 3, 1951, at which 
time he stated that he absolutely had no information concerning KITTS! where- 
abouts and stated that he had not seen or heard from him since KITTS! escape 
and HEE stated thst he did not want to be guestioned further about 


KITTS, is presently under indictment for violation of g te 
Transportation of Stolen Property Statue in the case ore memes | 
L ET al, ITSP, in which Kansas City is origin, as well as being 
under indi a bank burglaries in Svuth Dakota with KENNETH ALLEN KITTS. 
In view of T placed under surveillance at Ste 
Joseph, Missouri and contact was made with f the Scuth- 
western Bell Telephone Company and with 
concerning cuverasg: 
but cf KITTS! sister 







Ste Joseph, Missvuri Police 
Department, whose department cooperated in this case, stated with reference 
tu KITTS! arrest _ by the St. Joseph Police Department on December 1, 1950 


that Detectives and sade a Search of KITTS! 1950 i 
Cadillac convertible and stated th: id net recvuver any firearms in his 
possession cr in his automobile, tated that he had received informa- 


tion in the past that KITTS had a secret compartment in his automobile to 
carry guns and that he therefore issucd special instructicns ti: make sure 
that they locate any guns that might be in KITTS! possession cr automobile, 


